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RAYNE'S

Lunch | Dinner | Cocktails| Catch ups
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Served Friday, Saturday, Sunday from 12.30pm

Festive Supper Menu - 2 Courses - €30
Available from 4pm - 9pm

Christmas Eve
Relax before the big day by enjoying lunch served
fram 12,30 -3pm. Booking Essential

Festive Afternoon Tea
Served in the Drawing Room at Dromball Hotel
€30per person - pre booking essential
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All ready and waiting for the Glenflesk Parish Nativity Play to start in Barraduff Church. Photo: Seamus Healy
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KILLARNEY GLASS

Alumianium and PlVC-u

FULL REPLACEMENT OF ALL TYPES

OF WINDOWS & DOORS pr—
Complete Service to Windows & Doors, Hinges & Locks AR
Fogged Double Glazed Units & Patio Wheels 5 @

HAVE YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS SERVICED
PROPERLY FOR THE WINTER MONTHS!

+ WINDOWS = DOORS & PATIOS
» SINGLE & DOUBLE GLAZED
» CONSERVATORIES CUSTOM BUILT
* MIRROR & GLASS DESIGN = PICTURE & MIRROR FRAMES
» REPAIRS & SERVICE TO ALL WINDOWS & DOORS

MEASURED, SUPPLIED & FITTED!

Unit 4, Woodlands, The Park, Killarmey
T: 064 6633232 087 2579794 | E: infodtkillarneyglass.com
www. killarneyglass.com

— ASIAN STREET FOOD— LANATHALIE | (064) 663 4503
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The countdown to Christmas is well and truly on as we bring you the
penultimate edition of the Killarney Outlook for 2024.

The town of Killarney and beyond have rallied around the O'Sullivan family
following the sudden passing of Phil and a GoFundMe is in operation to help
the devastated family ahead of the funeral this weekend.

Hampers were on the homework list for children from Kilcummin NS when
they donated to St. Vincent de Paul, after a lifetime of dedicated service,
Vera O'Leary is retiring and an innovative partnership is tackling the Rhodo
infestation in Killarney National Park.

Anne Lucey writes her shopping list for the new Government, Hoteliers turn
on the style at the IHF Ball and thousands has been raised in memory of Pat
Sheehan.

BNI held their 25th anniversary celebrations, Kerry Stars are bringing home
the medals and it's back.... the Pop Up Gaeltacht is on in Courtney's Bar.
Christmas has come early for a Jack & Jill Family from Scartaglen, Terry's
stunning image captures the latest Camera Club image and the Sing or
Charity Choir raised the roof at the Killarney Outlet Centre.

Hope you all enjoy this week's Killarney Outlook!

Grianstad an gheimhridh,
a stormy scene captured by
Thomas O'Sullivan

SEND YOUR PERFECT
PICTURE TO:

news@outlookmags.com

for inclusion in the Killarney
Outlook.

THIS WEEK

CHECK OUT PAGE 4
FOR OUR UP TO DATE NEWS!

GET IN TOUCH

NEWS
news@outlookmags.com
086 0400 958
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graphicdesign@outlookmags.com
087 7160 372 / 087 6593 427

SPORTS
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- Jimmy O'Sullivan Darcy - Sport PHOTOGRAPHERS
- Billy Ryle - Education - Valerie O’Sullivan
« Anne Lucey - Talk of the town + Sally MacMonagle
+ What Women Want - Beauty + Don MacMonagle
- B Well Fitness - Fitness - Eamonn Keogh
« Astrid Longhurst - Wellbeing + Domnick Walsh
. John O’Sullivan - Gardening - Tatyana McGough
- Denis Kelliher - Recipes + Michelle Cooper Galvin
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Follow us for the local news that matters ﬁ

ALONE T: 0818 222 024 i JIGSAW KERRY 066-7186785 i SAMARITANS 116 123

ST VINCENT DE PAUL T: 064 66 22668 E: kerry@jigsaw.ie -

24 Hour Telephone Helplines

E: svdpkillarney@eircom.net ! Young Peoples Health in Mind E: jo@samaritans.ie - www.samaritans.

AWARE 1800804848 PIETA HOUSE T: 016010000 KILLARNEY GARDA STATION

Depression Support Helpline - www.awareie | www.pietaie
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T: 064 6671160
KILLARNEY PARISH OFFICE
T: 064 6631014
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Kingdom Installation Ltd

€3,500 reasons 1O

INSULATE YOUR HOME WITH

KINGDOM INSTALLATION LTD

Huge Grants and Subsides Available
Work can typically be completed for the cost of a BER Certificate

e ™ 2 Storey Semi Detached / End Terrace
=~ Grant €2,800*

2 Storey Detached
Grant €3,500"

Terraced House

Fﬁ‘ B8 Grant €2,300*

Grants also Available for Apartments

For more information Call us today on
066-7135991 or email:
enquiries@kingdominstallation.ie

www.kingdominstallation.ie

*Subject to house suney
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Veed an after work growp?

Sfmggmag to make the mm*mhﬂs?

Well e have the growp for y{;ﬁ_r..{...!'

THURSDAYS 5:30PM
Killarney KDYS, Fair Hill

Hayley Carter: 087 703 6975

n Killorglin amd Killarney Slimming World news & info mng.

r@ itherealslimhaylevkillorglin
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ADVERTISING

DANIEL CRONIN

CARPETS

Killarney, Co. Kerry

CONTACT DANIEL
= T: 087 9928075
— Email: danielaacroningé@gmail.com

CARPETS
& FLOORING
SAMPLES

PRESENTED IN YOUR
OWN HOME!

FREE
HOUSE CALLS
& MEASURING

« VINYL & WOODEN FLOORING

- ARTIFICIAL GRASS

- SUPERIOR BEDS/MATTRESSES,
MANUFACTURED IN IRELAND

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM f I
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COMMUNITY UNITES TO
SUPPORT FAMILY AFTER

PHIL'S SUDDEN PASSING

he high esteem that Philip
TO Sullivan was held in across :
the town of Killarney and i
beyond is evident in the massive :

response to a GoFundMe which
was set up following his sudden :

death.

Currently at over €60,000, people
from all over Kerry and beyond :
have donated to help the family in :

their time of need.

The town of Killarney was plunged :
into sadness late last week when :
the news broke that Phil had :

passed away suddenly.

Phil and his partner Karen live in :
Firies with their children Craig, :
Alice and Edison and he was a :
popular member of staff at Leane’s :

Tool Hire.

Phil passed away suddenly in :
Newcastle in the United Kingdom
the :

: whose vibrant personality left : assist Karen at this difficult time so :

lasting impression on everyone : she can concentrate on supporting

infectious : two children in school and college. :

good humour and willingness | Any donation that you can give
i to engage in conversation made :
i him a cherished employee at : you can donate on the following
Leane’s Tool Hire, where he served :
as the go to guy for customers. :
A passionate soccer enthusiast :
and loyal Liverpool fan, and a
big part of Firies GAA club, he :
dedicated many years to Killarney :
Celtic, coaching at various levels

with unwavering kindness and :

while there to attend
Newcastle V Liverpool game.

The family’s world has been turned :
upside down and close family :
friend lan O'Connell has launched
a gofundme to help the family in :

their time of need.

“| am fundraising to help the :
family of Philip (Phil) O’Sullivan. :
Phil worked with my father and :
through the years Phil and myself :
built a close friendship and he was :
one of the kindest, soundest and
genuine people you could meet. :
His love for Liverpool and my love :
for Manchester United was a topic !
of our messages we sent to one :

another on a daily basis. He would :
be the first on to remind me if |
United lost a match and visa versa
if Liverpool lost a match and it's :
when something like this happens
it puts sport into perspective’, lan
i said. :

On the GoFundMe, lan posted:

We the friends of the late Philip @ |
writing § |
. with the permission of Philips : |
family, Karen, Craig, Alice and

O'Sullivan  (Phil) are

Phil O’Sullivan pictured with his partner Karen
and son Craig on the occasion of Craig’s Garda -

graduation.

Edison. The unexpected passing : i i ok

of Phil on December 4th which :
i happened in England has left the
community of Killarney and the :

i behind his heartbroken partner :
: Karen and their three young :
children, Craig, Alice and Edison, :

facing an unimaginable

he encountered. His

genuine care for others will forever

loss :
Phil was a remarkable character :

him.

i The GoFundMe page is aimed :
village of Firies in mourning. A | 4t assisting Phil's family and all
dedicated family man, Phil leaves : fynds raised will go directly to
Philips family and will go towards :
bringing Phil back to Ireland. in
i covering funeral expenses and :
reducing any financial burdens :

i they will face. It hopefully will :

would be most appreciated.

link: https://gofund.me/31f16c51

for Philip O'Sullivan will take place,

13th December at O'Shea's Funeral :
Home, Killarney from 3.30pm to
: 6.30pm. Following Requiem Mass :
compassion. Philips smile, witand iy St. Mary’s Cathedral at 10.30am,

Phil will be laid to rest in Aghadoe

be remembered by all who knew

Phil and Karen's family, Craig, Alice
and Edison.

i Lawn Cemetery.

: He will be deeply missed by his
¢ family, his beloved partner Karen,
i children Craig, Alice, Edison and
Following repatriation from United

Kingdom this week the removal :
¢ Jennifer brother-in-law Alan, close

his late baby daughter Charlie, his
parents Frank and Betty, his sister

family, neighbours and wide circle
of friends.

i Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

SCHOOL CHILDREN DONATE HAMPERS

On Wednesday 4th December Mr. Paddy O’Sullivan, former teacher in Kilcummin NS and a representative from St. Vincent de Paul came to school
and collected our Christmas hampers. It was a great success and we are immensely proud of our students and staff members for organising this great
gesture of kindness at Christmas time. Thanks to the boys and girls in 5th & 6th Class for creating the colourful posters promoting the Christmas Food
Appeal. Thanks also to the pupils, parents and staff of Kilcummin NS and the Preschool for spreading kindness and generosity his Advent season. A
special word of thanks to Mrs. Condon and Mrs. Dineen for organising this initiative again this year.

5th and 6th class pupils from Kilcummin National School donate hampers to St. Vincent de Paul
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Supemacs

[ FRESH RANGE |

TACO FRIES - CURRY FRIES - CURAY CHEESE FRIES
GARLIC FRIES - GARLIC CREESE FRIES

70 SEATER, REETAURANT
DUTSIDE SEhTING ALSO AVAIL&BLE

DALY’'S SUPERVALU - SUPERMAC’ 5 | PARK RD | KILLARNEY V93 YPH4 | TEL 064 - 6671887
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his month marks the end of a long, fulfilled
career for Vera O’Leary with Kerry Rape &

Sexual Abuse Centre (KRSAC) as she retires and :

start the next phase of her life.

IN THIS WEEK'S KILLARNEY OUTLOOK VERA SHARES

HER JOURNEY WITH US.

“My journey in the sexual violence movement :
began over 32 years ago. It has been an honour :
and a privilege to have worked with so many :
amazing people. The survivors who trusted me to !
travel on their journey of healing with them, they :

have truly been my teachers.

In 1992 | remember sitting in a counselling room :
and listening to a young woman recounting her
traumatic experience of being raped, her shame :
and guilt was palpable and I honestly back then :
felt powerless as we lived in a society that blamed :
her, silenced her and her options for disclosing and

reporting were limited.
Three decades on we have

(Cuan) to oversee and support sexual violence :
services under the auspices of the Dept. of Justice. support of the board of Directors and the :
There is improvement in the Criminal Justice : :
process, more survivors are reporting and going :
public. Society is slowly pulling out of victim- :
blaming mode. Attitudinal change doesn’t happen :

quickly and needs to be ongoing and underpinned :

with awareness raising, we have much left to do.

my life’s work. At this significant milestone in my :

personal and professional life, | find it remarkable : many wonderful, committed individuals, :

a wonderful opportunity to ! \ho go way and beyond for the clients. It

work in a sector which is so important. It was an :

that | have had

extraordinary turn that my life took when, in my
30's | exited from a career in nursing and joined the :
Centre in its first few months of providing services :

for survivors of sexual violence. | have seen the : colleagues. Success of the centre depends on

best and worst of humanity, but through it all, I } {a3mwork and | have worked with some of

have remained committed to the service and the the best. The contacts and friends that | made '

clients. There have been many challenges along :
the way, but each one has made me stronger and :

more resilient.

HOSPICE FOUNDATION PASS

VOTE OF SYMPATHY

At a recent meeting of Killarney
branch of Kerry Hospice Foundation
a vote of sympathy was passed to the
family of Andy O'Sullivan who passed
away recently.Anddy was a very spe-
cial friend to the foundation down the
years. He participated in our Models in
Recovery Fashion Show on a number
of occasions and when it was not pos-
sible to take part he sold many tickets.
He was generous with his time and
support in so many ways for which
we will be forever grateful. This sup-
port continued right up to time of his
passing. Thanks Andy may you rest in
peace.
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improved the
reporting process and the services, but we still :
have a way to go. The sector has gone from being :
barely acknowledged to now being viewed as a :
professional service. There is a dedicated agency :

>

After a lifetime of dedicated service...

i And, of course, no Manager of a registered
i charity is able to be successful without the

i Chairperson. As Manager, you have to have
. to be able engage with, be challenged by,
: and to be supported by all the Directors. |
i have consistently had all of that in the various
. boards over the years. They have inspired

. respectful partnership.
i I have been so fortunate to have worked with

i is all of them who actually made my job
: easier and made KRSAC a safe haven for
. all the survivors. | will miss working with
i these wonderful, skilled and hard- working

. have enriched my life and will leave a lasting
: impact on me. Thank you to you all.

Pt been a bit emotional over the last months

*a

v

VERA RETIRES FROM THE KERRY RAPE &
SEXUAL ABUSE CENTRE

i

i since | made the decision to retire, and to
i assist the Board in recruiting my replacement.

I want to wish my successor Kristy McFetridge

i the best of luck, I believe that the Board have
i chosen well, she brings awealth of experience
i and a passion for promoting sexual violence
i services. Her vision and leadership will guide
¢ the Centre as it continues to grow.To the
i me, helped me learn so many things, picked

Looking back on my 32 years workinginthe Centre, : o up when | was faltering and worked :

I am filled with gratitude and pride. Little did | consistently with me in a positive spirit of

know that this job would become my passion and :

new Chief Executive, | offer this advice, never
lose sight of why you wanted to work in this
sector. It is a career that requires compassion,

: dedication, integrity and hard work, it is also
i one of the most rewarding careers you can

have.

I am confident that | leave in place a

i dedicated, professional, and capable team to
i support survivors into the future and that the
i Centre will continue to grow and prosper.

: As | move on to the next chapter of my life,

I am filled with gratitude for the experiences
and memories that have shaped me into the
person | am today. Thank you to everyone

i who has been a part of this journey.

Sing For Charity Choir Raise
€1,596.45

The Sing for Charity Choir sang their hearts out at the Killarney Outlet
Centre last Saturday, raising an amazing €1596.45 on the day for the Irish
Cancer Society and we are delighted with the response. “It was lovely to
entertain shoppers, see people
singing as they stopped to
listen and see little children
dancing. We wish to express
our thanks to all our singers,
collectors, musicians and all who
supported us so generously on
the day. We also want to extend
our thanks to the management
and staff of the Killarney Outlet
Centre.”, a spokesperson for the
choir told Killarney Outlook.

-
1]
-



ADVERTISING
TO ADVERTISE CALL EMMA 087 6593427 | E: sales@outlookmags.com

I
o

INFRARED HEATING |
From JM Energy Savings J

|

Naannl
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FED WITH _l-_l_AVlNG ‘

o/ RSEI.F RARES
IN YOUR BATHROOM.

With an infrared towel rail you will have instant heat and warm towels.
Quick install before the weather gets colder.

TRANSFORM YOUR SPACE WITH

INFRARED HEATING PANELS!

Say goodbye to bulky radiators and cold rooms.
Infrared heating panels provide efficient, invisible
warmth that directly heats objects and people in the
room-not the air, creating a comfortable, consistent
environment. Whether you're upgrading your home,
office, or commercial space, these sleek,energy-
efficient panels are the future of heating.

WHY CHOOSE INFRARED HEATING?
SMART Thermostat: Allows you to control your heating
anywhere and anytime! Come Home to Comfort!

Quick & Direct Heat: Feel warmth instantly as the
panels heat you and the objects around you - not the air.

Safe & Healthy: No air circulation means fewer
allergens and dust in your home.

Perfect for living rooms, bedrooms, bathrooms
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NEWS

Innovative Partnership Tackles
Rhododendron Infestation
in Killarney National Park

he National Parks and
‘ Wildlife  Service  (NPWS)

and the Killarney Mountain
Meitheal Volunteers have joined
forces to release a compelling
new video showcasing their
unique partnership in combating
rhododendron infestation in
Killarney National Park. This video
highlights their innovative, hands-
on approach to preserving the
park’s natural ecosystem.
Rhododendron  ponticum, an
invasive species, poses a significant
threat to the biodiversity of
Killarney National Park. It chokes
native flora, disrupts wildlife
habitats, and undermines the

park’s ecological balance. Through

Adrian McCarthy of AMCC Media Ltd,
produced  an in-depth look at their
approach, focusing on the step-by-
step methods employed to manage
rhododendron infestation. provides an
in-depth look at their approach, focusing
on the step-by-step methods employed
to manage rhododendron infestation.
Photo: Valerie O'Sullivan

this collaboration, NPWS and
the Meitheal Volunteers have
implemented effective methods to
tackle this growing issue, blending
the professional expertise and
passion of retired Park Ranger
Peter O'Toole with community-
driven action.

The video, produced by Adrian
McCarthy of AMCC Media Ltd,
provides an in-depth look at
their approach, focusing on the
step-by-step methods employed
to manage rhododendron
infestation. Viewers will gain
insights into the careful planning,
hands-on techniques, and
dedication required to make a
lasting impact. The partnership
exemplifies how  professional
conservation efforts and volunteer
engagement can combine to
address complex environmental
challenges.

Quote from Divisional Manager
NPWS Eamonn Meskell “This
partnership is a shining example of
what can be achieved when local
communities and conservation
professionals come together with
a shared goal. The video is not
only a resource but an invitation
for others to join us in protecting
Killarney National Park”
Quote from
Mountain  Meitheal
Representative:

“Our volunteers are passionate
about preserving the park’s natural
beauty for future generations.

Killarney
Volunteers

i by By

Paddy McGuire, left and Gabriel Breen, Killarney Mountain Meitheal, carrying out
work in Abbey Wood, Killarney National Park, to tackle the scourge of invasive
rhododendron. The dedicated volunteers work tirelessly clearing the rhododendron
at Abbey Wood. The invasive species continues to pose a serious threat to native flora
and fauna in the Killarney National Park. Photo: Valerie O’Sullivan

PR o R T

Dedicated volunteer and driving force of Killarney Mountain Meitheal, Peter O'Toole,
Carrying out work in Abbey Wood, Killarney National Park, to tackle the scourge of
invasive rhododendron. Park. Photo: Valerie O'Sullivan

Through this collaboration, we've
learned from the NPWS team and
made a real difference. We hope
this video inspires more people to
lend a hand.”

The video release underscores
the importance of community
involvement in environmental
conservation.

Call to Action:

Watch the video Rhodo Control

- Killarney National Park and
learn how you can get involved in
safeguarding one of Ireland’s most
treasured natural landscapes.
Together, we can ensure the
beauty and biodiversity of
Killarney National Park endures for
generations to come.

Link to the video:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QmDicepsDvl

_— = L%

Divisional Manager NPWS, Eamonn Meskell shows his appreciation for the powerful movement of men'’s shed members with the Killarney Mountain Meitheal, carrying out
work in Abbey Wood, Killarney National Park to tackle the scourge of invasive rhododendron. The dedicated volunteers work tirelessly clearing the rhododendron at Abbey
Wood. The invasive species continues to pose a serious threat to native flora and fauna in the Killarney National Park. Photo: Valerie O'Sullivan
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; \ FOR SOUND ADVICE
- 7 Tel: 066 971 9111
Email:info@islandheagingsuite. i

HEARING SUITE

www.islandhearingsuite.le

Services we offer include...
Full hearing test Pricing to suit all budgets
Micro-suction Grants of up to €1,000 available
HD video otoscopy Online booking system
Muluple brands supplied House Calls by appointment

Modern rechargeable hearing aids

Introducing... PHONAK
The World’s First

Hearing Aid with a /
dedicated Al Chip.

Unprecedented Speech Clarity from
any direction in background noise.

Available Now!

. .
m PRSI Hearing aids
« BrainHearing™ technology

WPF—”-”tf‘-* ”kafﬂi”'f' natural - No Waiting list - Universal connectivity
wa or workinc = x BT
4 J « In house approval to i0S*, Android

« Practically Invisible
« Custom made » Choice of sizes ‘

& FREE % '@0_? 0|I=F < FREE
ally pair o Complimentary

o Complimentary
il ; v .‘ b H S G
x> o B PHONAK ReSound = oticon Hering Tost

Micro-suction : :
hearing aids

When you present this voucher at your next appointment

Head Office:
John O’Mahony (8106 Polnt. ales Hoad, Castieisiand

M.I5.HAA

4
>

= Clinics in:
= () . e
O ISHﬂﬂ E_S“""lil'- | Lptical Suite

*
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NEWS

Across Ireland, countless charities and non-
profit organisations will work tirelessly over
the Christmas season to support communities in
need. Among them, BUMBLEance, Ireland’s only
ambulance service designed for children, will be on
the roads over the Christmas season ensuring that
young patients experience comfort and care on their
journey.

Based in Kerry but serving families nationwide,
BUMBLEance provides free, state-of-the-art
transportation for children who need access to vital
medical treatments. The service, which reached every
county in Ireland last year, travelled half a million
kilometres to deliver its mission of turning “miles into
smiles.”

Designed with children in mind, BUMBLEance
vehicles feature vibrant, kid-friendly interiors, sensory
lighting, entertainment systems, and comfortable
seating for parents and siblings. These thoughtful
touches transform medical journeys into less stressful
experiences, helping children to simply be children
during challenging times.

The impact of organisations like BUMBLEance is
amplified by We Act, a public awareness campaign
that highlights the value of Ireland’s charity and
community sector. The campaign is calling on the
public to support, engage with, and appreciate
non-profit organisations not just at Christmas but
throughout the year, enabling them to continue their
vital work.

The We Act campaign is led by a coalition of charities
and community groups, including Boardmatch, the
Disability Federation of Ireland, Dochas, The Wheel,
and Volunteer Ireland.

For more information about the work of Bumbleance
or to get involved, visit Bumbleance.com.

Kerry’s BUMBLEance:

Naval Vessel
Fionnghuala
Launched

FM Marine Services is pleased to announce :
the successful launch of the Fionnghuala, :
a versatile new naval vessel commissioned :
by the Irish Naval Service Reserve. Built at :
FM Marine Services' Valentia Island facility, :
the Fionnghuala is engineered to enhance :
Ireland’s maritime defense operations with i
its specialised features and multi-purpose :
capabilities. The launch of Fionnghuala also
marks the Iaunch of the ﬁ.rst vessel puﬂt in : multiple missions including multi-purpose
Irelanq, for the Irish Nayy, since the build and training, surveillance, and support roles.
commission of the LE. Eithne in 1984.

i The Fionnghuala was built with meticulous

Designed \A.“th the unique negds of the Irish i attention to detail, ensuring that it meets
Naval Service Reserve in mind, the vessel : the highest standards for durability and
features a range of bespoke enhancements. i functionality. It will serve as a vital asset for the
Among these are an Aframe gantry to ¢ Irish Naval Service Reserve, supporting a wide
support dive operatlons and SurYey work, range of activities, including training, search
as we.II as a loading crane.for efﬁqent. cargo ¢ and rescue, maritime security, and more.
handling. The ve§sel also includes twin gun i The vessel was officially launched at FM Marine
mounts for security, a custom mast to house . Services'Valentia Island facility, with attendees

specialist communications equipment, and : including key representatives from the Irish

[

instrumentation necessary for a variety of roles. ¢ Naval Service, the Irish Naval Service Reserve,

These features ensure that the Fionnghualais a © and stakeholders from FM Marine Services.

highly adaptable platform, capable of fulfilling :

10 | 13.12.24

Lt Commander Martin Tarrant, left and Petty Officer
Cillian Iver, Irish Naval Service, on board the New Patrol
Vessel, The ‘Fionnghuala’
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HEALY DOOLAN

Financial

Contact us for a Free Pension consultation!

BUILDING STRONGER
FINANCIAL FUTURES, TOGETHER.

Justin Healy & Mike Doolan - Owners Do you own a Limited Company & are

interested in extracting wealth from the
business in a tax efficient manner?

Are you age 50+, have

If you are unsure about
Monday to Friday .
9.30am to 5.30pm any of the following, pension benefits now?
Is your existing pension competitively priced?
We understand that everyone's be Su re to QEt Are you aware of your retirement options
schedules are different, which is « hl when you retire?
why we offer appointments | touc H Are you aware of the advantages &
outside of regular business hours disadvantages of an Annuity or ARF?
and online consultations Will your pension benefits provide the
you want/need in retirement?

Get in touch:

Justin: 087 9316654 o . 11 New St, Killarney,
Mike: 087 6749450 Q) infoahealydooianie Co. Kerry, V93 CPX7

Healy Doolan Financial Limited v'a Healy Doolan Financial is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland CRO No, 716293

Discover a New World of

Hearing Aid Technology

PHONAK AUDEO
SPHERE INFINIO
\

We are proud to be Phonak's PHONAK
Strategic Partner.in Ireland lifeis on

DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS, REVOLUTIONARY, Al POWERED, NEW HEARING AID

¢ ©vin FREEPHONE 1800 501 501 """t

. . . ‘ East Avenue Road
www.audiologymedicalservices.ie Killarney, V93 HW28

131224 1M




| “* It’s the talk of the town. ..
- «

A POLITICAL SHOPPING LIST

The election is over and the Healy Raes have
a golden chance now to secure substantial :

commitment for Kerry.

Fianna Fail and Fine Gael want to do business F

with independents.

The Raes by offering to nail themselves on the
Government bed of nails for five years for the :
sake of the people they love so much could

achieve a lot.

Just this week, Leo Varadkar, our ex Taoiseach
in an address to the Irish Medical Organisation, :

lamented how little understanding politicians The Presentation convent in the Gothic quarter in New :
i Street.
The Healy Raes understand money. And they :

understand State money. More than most. profitin the first place.

So they will be able to come up with proper €30 million

estimates for their shopping list for Kerry, I have Killarney Community hospital

no doubt. And better than political parties too. | injuries and diagnostics clinic and minor

¢ ailments hospital.

: Now is your chance Michael and Danny! : Because of a carefully preserved heritage of

Shouting from the opposition benches is i craftsmen from France and all over the world.

€22 million for renovated and expanded highly entertaining but it gets us nowhere in :

courthouses in Tralee and Killarney. This to Kerry. New TD Michael Cahill

include the purchase of nearby buildings in : lend a hand too in the heavy lifting.
Ashe and Edward Streets in Tralee and extra :
rooms in Fairhill Killarney. The estimates are Pa :
Daly’s of Sinn Fein who has doggedly pursued :

this issue, ignored by all other Kerry TDs, : :
¢ largely because of the Frenchrefusal to sacrifice :

have of math and percentages.

So this is my shopping list, with
approximate figures

including Minister Norma Foley.

€14 million to convert StFinan’stoapartments
along with emergency accommodation forlocal :
families and for children and for use as a third
level catering college with accommodation on :

campus - replacing the Pretty Polly idea.

€200 million for the Farranfore to Killarney
i global companies run by the big American and
i Chinese boys of Amazon, Facebook, Google, :
education centre the Presentation convent in ; Tik-Toketc
the Gothic quarter in New Street. The convent :

should never have been sold for private uses/ :

bypass with the Muckross link road.

€5 million to buy back and turn into an :

With Anne Lucey ‘ {

=

Anne Lucey looks at the positive news happening in the town of Killarney

NOTRE DAME

France may be in turmoil politically, but this is
its citizens for an abstract notion called the

merry-go-round of a boom for a second time in

everything out for “the economy” and the

We have pursued Mammon and we are reaping
the rewards.

¢ It was therefore so uplifting to see the opening
i of Notre Dame on Saturday night. Our own
¢ president did not attend - apparently the invite
i came late and he had something else on. Like
¢ turning on the annual Christmas lights in the
¢ Aras.

i The heart of France is still its soul - despite the
i separation of Church and State.

¢ I'was in France in April 2019 when Notre Dame
i burned and the shock was seismic.

¢ Je vous salue Marie rang from the banks of the
: Seine. Macron gave an undertaking to rebuild.
© His word was his bond and the opening on
: the Feast of the Immaculate Conception last
: weekend was like something | have never seen.

¢ It put the Olympics in the shade.
to convert the old district / :

Into a minor : plackened from millennia of candles, before

Notre Dame was a dark, dusty building smoke

i any fire.
i It has risen Phoenix-like, and light-filled.

¢ The craftsmanship handed down since the
might wish to : 12th century and still part of the living heritage
: puts 21st century skills of IT to shame.

i Three thousand wooden dowels alone were
i fashioned by a carpenter over four months,
¢ from oaks that had to match the wood of the

i structural beams. In a speech in front of about

1,300 craftspeople, President Emmanuel

i Macron said: “The shock of the reopening will
economy. Meanwhile, we are riding the great :

be as great as that of the fire, but it will be a

¢ shock of hope!
Ireland; our own are scattering and our health :
i system is worse than ever. We have thrown :

He was right. And the cost of the five years of
relentless work and materials came in at just

i over Euro 700 million. The relatively modest
i cost and the time involved might make us

pause in Ireland.

i When it comes toit, we'll hardly build a bypass
i in Killarney for it. Will we ever see the light
¢ here?

SAVING THE HOLLY

: down a holly tree, the park tells us.

The Brehon Laws had particular provision for the Holly Tree. So it is good :

to see the reminder from the Killarney National Park not to decimate this :
: cutting down holly. You could be fined two cows and a heifer for cutting a

ancient tree.

The holly was one of the seven noble trees - along with oak, hazel, yew,
i the fine was a yearling heifer.

ash, scots pine, and wild apple.

Clchulainn made his carriage and spear shafts from the slow growing
cuileann tree with the white wood.During the winter, then as now, birds :

visiting and native, survived on it.

Not only birds - the badgers, pine marten and wood mice - and the

squirrel if he woke up feed on it.

The national park has an interesting line on the spikey leaves - these

mainly occur at lower levels.

“If you look closely next time you see a holly tree, you might notice that
they also produce many leaves without spikes, these are normally up

higher up in the branches of the tree”

The tree was seen as a fertility symbol and a charm against bad luck. :
The druids and Celts brought evergreens into their homes during the
winter, believing that the plant’s ability to keep its leaves was magical :
and assured the return of spring. It was thought to be unlucky to cut :

12 | 13.12.24

But it wasn't just “luck” that preserved the trees - many of which are
hundreds of years old. The sophisticated Brehon laws had a penalty for

holly down on your own land. If you cut the branch of a neighbour’s holly

The national park is warning against collecting holly or other greenery
from the park for Christmas decorations. | have news for them: the holly

i around Mangerton is nearly gone already. So, they might want to go
back to the Brehon laws and confiscate a few cows!
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Sustainable
Warmth Ltd

RETRO FIT DESIGN LTD

We specialise in

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

ATTIC - CAVITY WALL - EXTERNAL WALL

SEAI GRANTS AVAILABLE
covering up to 80% of the cost

Typical 4 bedroom S
bungalow - ———

COST ONLY €300

CALL US O
TODAY al Jimmm

TOBOOK ‘¢ H“ll"l”’
YOURFREE =,
QUOTATIO

T: 066 970 2113 | M: 085 849 4107
Email: sustainablewarmth@gmail.com
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Tim and Loreto Fenn,
CEO, IHE

Niall and Kate O’Shea,
Killarney.

o ot
Jamié 'Power,%eneral
“Manager, GSH and
" . Bernadette Randles,
| * The'Dromhall Hotel,
Killarney.

IHF BALL

PHOTOS: DON MACMONAGLE > —

Staff at the International Hotel inbcluding, Tracey Coyne, Vicky Coyne,
Caitriona White, Rebecca Brosnan, Annemarie Collins, Siobhan Ahern,
Ann Mangan, Erika Long, Maureen O’Riordan, Caoimhe Wray and
Krzysztof Bogdanowicz pictured at the IHF Ball in the Great Southern
Hotel, Killarney.

Sean and Marie Sandra and

O’Driscoll, Brian Lawlor,
The Inua i
Collection
Muckross Michael Magnier, President, IHE,
Park Hotel. Bernadette Randles, The Dromhall

el, Tim and Loreto Fenn, CEQ, IHF

ictured at the IHF Ball in the Great
' F Southern Hotel, Killarney.
- | — ¥
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BROWNES

Jefferson 10% OFF
Wet & Dry the full
VAC range
SAVE €50 of JFC
Ideal for making Solar
ke Carpets & Rugs Lighting
; A ook like new.
Brighten
up outside

NO NEED FOR ELECTRICITY

DeWalt 220 Volt

Xpert
Workboots

Get a free
3 pack of
work socks
with every pair

of Xpert
Workboots

Kiln Dried Hardwood

9" Angle Grinder Logs Essentials Set
(Only 5 in stock) Bumns - e
Twice Hayes '
as Long For's
KILN DK%

Willow Warm
Briquettes

Ox Winter

Pack includes: Beanie Hat,
Thermal Gloves,
Work Socks,

Ox Energy Drink.

259% OFF
Selected Christmas
Decorations

™

e

Offers valid until the 31st of December 2024, Images for Illustrative purposes only. Prices correct at time of print, EROE.

Brownes Agri Steel & Builders Providers
Cahereens, Castleisland, Co.Kerry. V92 VK37. T: 066 7141560
Deelis Bridge, Cahersiveen, Co.Kerry. V23 N799. T: 066 9472102

www.brownes.ie
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Autism Assistance Dogs Ireland (AADI)

Receives Over €14,000 from Corcorans Furniture

Corcoran’s Furniture & Carpets Ltd. hosted :
a truly memorable Christmas celebration in :
association with Great Southern Hotel Killarney
on Wednesday 4 December 2024. The event
was organised as a fundraiser for Corcoran’s :
charity partner of the year, Autism Assistance
Dogs Ireland (AADI), with 100% of the proceeds

going directly towards the charity.

Guests were treated to an array of festive :
treats and delicious refreshments courtesy of :
Great Southern Hotel, and the children were
enchanted to meet the main man himself, :
Santa. Kerry Concert Choir gave a show :
stopping performance and sang an array of :
Christmas songs under the direction of the :
hugely talented Dr. Sharon Lyons, and all those :
attending enjoyed a special screening of ‘Elf’ :
the movie in the hotel’s remarkable 225-seater :

auditorium after the concert.

dogs also attended on the night, which made

of the event.

As a highlight of the night, Corcoran’s were :
delighted to present AADI with a cheque for :
€14,510.70 to AADI's Head of Communications :
Upon
presenting the cheque, Shane O’ Callaghan, :
Financial Controller at Corcoran’s Furniture :
‘As part of Corcoran’s :
Furniture & Carpets Ltd. 25th Anniversary :
celebration this year, we were focused on :
raising as much money as possible for our :
charity partner, AADI. We ran a series of events
throughout 2024, including a fundraising walk :

& Fundraising, David McCarthy.

& Carpets Ltd. said:

through the Gap of Dunloe, a Christmas jumper
day, and this evenings Christmas celebration in

association with Great Southern Hotel. It has :
been a privilege to work with AADI and we are :

delighted that our fundraising efforts raised the : Donoghue who was our brand ambassador

i across all our 2024 fundraising initiatives. We :
: would also like to thank Jamie Power, General

sum of €14,510.70 for this very worthy cause.
We would like to express our immense thanks

to all those who supported our fundraising :
drive on behalf of AADI, as well as James O’

: 1.4 = 5
Aine Caddigan, Jason Caddigan, Darragh Caddigan and
Superhero AADI dog Buzz Caddigan, Santa, Nicola O’
Sullivan (PR & Engagements Manager, Corcoran’s), Dave
McCarthy (Head of Fundraising & Communications
AADI).
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AADI families and their life changing AADI Pictured are from L - R: Mikayla Corcoran, Kieran Corcoran Jr, Majella Corcoran (Owner, Corcoran’s) Kieran Corcoran
¢ (Owner and Managing Director, Corcoran’s), Dave McCarthy (Head of Fundraising & Communications AADI), Shane

¢ O’ Callaghan (Financial Controller, Corcoran’s), James O’ Donoghue.

the evening extra special, and Kerry football : -

legend James O’ Donoghue and his partner :

Christina Tangney also came along in support :

Antionette O’ Sullivan, Josh O’ Sullivan and AADI Super dog Rocky, Mikayla Corcoran, Kieran Corcoran Jr, Majella
i Corcoran (Owner, Corcoran’s), Kieran Corcoran (Owner and Managing Director, Corcoran’s), Dave McCarthy

(Head of Fundraising & Communications AADI), Shane O’ Callaghan (Financial Controller, Corcoran’s), James O’

Donoghue.

: Manager at Great Southern, and the entire :
i team at this incredible hotel for their immense !

Kaelyn Brosnan, Tyler Brosnan, Santa, Aliya Brosnan.

. support of tonight’s Christmas celebration!

For more information on AADI and how to

support please visit: Autism Assistance Dogs
Ireland

Jason Caddigan, Aine Caddigan, Superhero AADI dog
Buzz, Darragh Caddigan, Santa.
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pUTLETSHOP de

Cooker

e e St S e

Single Pine Bed
Frame €145" - e
N
Double €185 e,
| Ceramic Hob,

Fan Oven ctec52wh

24" Smart HD TV W/ Machine

Devane With
Hn‘h:l'ling
Headboard
& Bonnell
Spring
Mattresses
Was €495

§ SmartTv Z

€385 iyt

artv50uhd j-r

With Matching
27“ Headboard
& Pocket
Sprung, Hand
Tuffed, Double
Sided
Mattrresses
Was €695 NOW

Wardrobe, Chest
& Locker
White With
Oak Effect
Other Colours
Available,
Please Inquire.

Please Inqmre T
Condensair Dryer tdc73wh

OUTLET SHOP:

MENS | FURNITURE ' APPLIANCES ' HOME INTERIORS
Abbeyfeale & Castleisland Ph: 089 4993395

*3 For 2 Menswear, Buy Three Get The Chaepest One Free, From Current Stock Only, Excl. Underwear, Socks, Belts, No Cash Alternative, Limited Stocks, Offers May Be
Discontinued Without Prior Notice. Two Year Guarantee With Smart TV"s, Thres Year Guarantee With W/Mach. Dryers & Cookers,
*Copywrite Advert. Design, Layout, Logo's, Wording (c) OutletShop.ie f Lyons 2023
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NEWS

Thousands Raised I[N MEMORY OF PAT

memorial walk was held at the :
Gleneagle Hotel for Pat Sheehan on the :
28th of October which raised €4910 for :

the Irish Heart Foundation. Over 250 people :
turned out on the day along with Pat’s wife :

Geraldine and their daughter llona.

said....

niece Néirin and work colleague Eimear.

The walk commenced from the Gleneagle :
Hotel to Muckross Abbey. Pat worked at the
Gleneagle Hotel for 26 years. He had built :

strong friendships both inside and outside of
work, respected by many. His smile and sense

of humour would brighten anyone’s day. His :

loss was very much felt on the day.

Pat sadly passed away on the 19th of December :
i 2022 aged 52 at his home. Pat was full of life,
Following such an outpouring for support for
the Sheehan family, Geraldine and Illona have :

active and leading a healthy lifestyle. He was an
early riser and would take off cycling or running

¢ inthe early hours.
“We would like to thank all who attended the :
walk, as well as any donations received. It didn't :
go unnoticed. We would also like to thank the :
people who organised the event, anyone who
volunteered on the day and the Gleneagle :
hotel for their generosity. Pat was close to so
many and the attendance really reflected that”
The walk was organised by Pat’s friends Anthony !
O’'Mahony, Gerry Reen, Gerard Murphy, Pat’s :

Patrick O'Donoghue, Gleneagle Hotel said:

“Thank you to everyone who helped organise :
Pat’s memorial walk and to all who participated :

and contributed to the Irish Heart Foundation.

The incredible turnout was a tribute to Pat,

reflecting not just the impact he had on

our lives but the deep love and respect the :

community holds for him. His warmth, humour,

and dedication was known to many, and it i
: was clear on this special day just how much he

meant to us all”

Anna from the Irish Heart Foundation said the

following regarding the funds raised:

. “We are so grateful to everyone for the funds
i they raised in memory of Pat. Your support
allows us to continue our work in preventing
i and reducing death and disability from heart
disease and stroke.

i The funds you raised will enable us to continue
¢ to provide lifesaving and life changing supports
i to individuals around Ireland living with heart
i disease and the effects of a stroke. These
i services include our nurse support line, heart
and stroke support groups and the mobile
health unit which travels the country providing
i free blood pressure and health checks to
individuals in their communities.

i Your support helps us to train students in the
: lifesaving skill of CPR and continue to advocate
¢ for heart and stroke supports. Our flagship CPR
4 Schools programme is currently in 85% of
schools in Kerry.

¢ Thank you for making a difference in so many
people’s lives.”

Friends and Family presenting check to Anna O Donoghue of Irish Heart Foundation

NETWORK IRELAND KERRY’S PRESIDENT’S CHARITY LUNCH -

the season of giving is alive and well

On Saturday Network Ireland Kerry’s President’s charity lunch was a
roaring success with a full house in the Cahernane Hotel, Killarney as
a fundraiser for their charity partner for 2024 which is Recovery Haven

year they need to raise approx. €250k.

Network Ireland national were well represented with incoming 2025
President and Vice President, Amy O’Sullivan, and Joan Walsh, joining the
event to share the exciting plans for the year ahead for the organisation. :
Guest speaker Don O'Neill generously donated a beautiful illustration of :
one of his designs to the spot prizes. Don candidly shared the story of
losing his beloved Mother to cancer and how he has seen over the years :

cancer and those who support them. Don reminded everyone in the

18 | 13.12.24

: room to lead with kindness and that their best style asset is their smile.

i Young musicians Clodagh and Daire Mc Carthy entertained the guests
i by playing concertino and button accordion to fantastic applause.
Kerry. The special guest on the day was designer Don O’Neill who along
with his husband Pascal are incredible patrons of Recovery Haven Kerry. :
Guests enjoyed a drinks reception kindly sponsored by Muckross Ginand
the wonderful music of Lilly Mac Monagle on piano to set a wonderful :
festive atmosphere. There was a wide array of fantastic spot prizes on :
the day, as the committee of Network Ireland Kerry wanted to fundraise :
as much as possible for Recovery Haven Kerry. The event was opened :
by Eimear Mc Donnell, of Match Marketing, who was MC on the day and
Kerry President Linda O'Mahony Logan welcomed all the guests. Marissa
Reidy of Recovery Haven Kerry shared with the guests the free services :
they provide to those journeying cancer and their families and how each :

The afternoon was a roaring success, with guests giving generously
to Recovery Haven Kerry and all enjoying the fun and festivities of the
event.

Jacinta Bradley (Recovery Haven), Marisa Reidy (Recovery Haven), Don O’Neill (Irish
i Fashion Designer), Linda O’'Mahony Logan (Leadership360 and President of the Kerry

the positive impact that Recovery Haven Kerry makes to those who have : pranch of Network Ireland) and Pascal Guillermie pictured at the Network Ireland

Kerry President’s Charity Lunch at the Cahernane House Hotel, Killarney on Saturday
in aid of Recovery Haven. Photo: Michelle Breen Crean Photography
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EW) GIVE BACK AND DRIVE FORWARD

WIN A 2025 FORD FOCUS
% WITH SVP’S CAR DRAW

Imagine the joy of Winning,
Knowing You’'ve Made a Difference

Help SVP volunteers bring hope to local families this
Christmas, by providing basics like
food, fuel, and education.

Tickets can be purchased at
www.svp.ie/cardraw24 or by phone Sean Here

021 4270444 or return your ticket stubs to entey 1
in the FREEPOST envelope. s
—

Please return your purchased tickets and
your donation by 12 noon on Friday
10" January 2025.

Last year, in Cork and Kerry, Our SVP volunteers helped over 27,314 families living in poverty.
We could not do this without your very generous support. We know you care - Thank you
Draw will be held on Wednesday, January 15, 2025.
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Katie, stephen, Joe and Stephen Buckley attending the Inspired Event on Friday
Morning. Photos: Denis Walsh

N A,
Ladies Attending the Inspired Event at the Ballygarry House Hotel on Friday morning

INSPIRED’S
“EMPOWERING
INCLUSION” LUNCH

Showcases Pathways to
Employment for People with
Intellectual Disabilities

Employers from across the
county gathered at the Ballygarry
Estate Hotel last Friday for the
“Empowering Inclusion” Lunch,
hosted by Inspired, based in
Brandon Court, Tralee. This
landmark event funded Kerry
ETB and Solas, highlighted the
transformative potential of the
Supported Employment Model
and the innovative work being
done by Inspired to create
inclusive pathways for people
with intellectual disabilities.

The event, attended by a large and
diverse array of local businesses,
showcased how  supported
employment is already thriving
in several companies across
the region. Inspired shared
compelling stories of success and
outlined their ongoing efforts to
develop tailored support systems
that  encourage individuals
with intellectual disabilities to
contribute meaningfully to the
workforce. The organisation also
presented its pioneering work
in  empowering  participants
to explore self-employment
opportunities, particularly
through biodiversity-driven
enterprises such as eco-crafts and
organic food production.

Liz Maher, CEO of Inspired, urged

employers to “think outside the
box” and explore creative ways to
support people with intellectual
disabilities in joining their teams.
Liz emphasised the dual benefits
of inclusive hiring practices, not
only fostering social equity but
also unlocking untapped potential
within the workforce.

The Supported Employment
Programme, which is co-funded
by the Government of Ireland
through the Department of
Social  Protection and the
European Union, was highlighted
as a cornerstone of Inspired's
initiatives.

Innovative efforts to encourage
self-employment  among its
participants were also showcased
on the day. From eco-friendly
crafts to organic food production,
the organisation is equipping
individuals ~ with  skills and
confidence to start their own
businesses. Employers learned
how these initiatives not only
contribute  to  environmental
sustainability but also empower
participants to become
entrepreneurs, contributing to
both the local economy and
biodiversity conservation.  For
more information on Inspired and
its programmes, visit: inspired.ie.

Ar Ais Arfs..

POP UP GAELTACHT RETURNS TO COURTNEYS

On Friday the 13th of December, Courtney’s Bar on Plunkett Street will host the Christmas Pop-Up
Gaeltacht for 2024. This festive gathering will cap off a year of fostering Irish language and culture in
Killarney. Over the last two years, the Pop-Up Gaeltacht has seen attendees of all ages and abilities
come together to speak Irish and enjoy the craic in a relaxed, welcoming environment. Building on
this success, we are thrilled to host another festive evening filled with more Christmas jumpers, more

carols, and fantastic company.

The Pop-Up Gaeltacht has become a cornerstone of Killarney’s Irish-speaking community, with plans
in the works for even more events in 2025, But for now, the focus is on creating a magical, Christmassy
night to celebrate the year’s achievements and bring people together one more time before the

holidays.

If people have been meaning to come along, this is the perfect chance to try out something new in
a festive environment! Join us upstairs in Courtney’s on Plunkett Street for an unforgettable evening

of ceol, craic, and Gaeilge!
20 | 13.12.24
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ks B etk b IR TP
= 9 KILLARNEY 'SICAL SOCIETY‘

An Amateur production by arrangement with
The Really Useful Group Limiteg

Lyrics by
Tlm Rice Andrew Lloyd Webber

Liam Butler - Director
Jimmy Brockie- Musical Director
Stephen O'Riain - Choreographer

The Gleneagle INEC Arengq, Killarney .
11th, 12th, 13th March 2025

= -"-'%Tickeh available at the INEC box-office and at ticketmaster.com

-t o

AMME % INECARENA "
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Comes Early for
Jack and Jill Family
from Scartaglen

The much-loved Santa’s Magical Cabin has :
returned to Merchant's Quay Shopping :
Centre Cork, bringing festive fun, magic and :
merriment for families from across Munster. :
One family who was delighted to visit were the :
O’'Mahoney’s from Scartaglen whose son Liam :
(18 months) is one of 16 children across Kerry
i Sean O’Mahoney, Chloe O’'Mahoney, Liam O’'Mahoney and Maria O’'Mahoney at their recent visit to Santa’s Magical

supported by Jack and Jill.

Jack and Jill is a nationwide charity that funds :
and provides up to 100 hours per month of :
in-home nursing care and respite support to
families caring for children, up to the age of six,
with severe learning disability often associated :

with complex medical needs.

As mum Maria explained, “It was only when
Liam had a seizure aged about 4 months, :
did we start to know there may be a medical :
concern. Since then and after many tests and :
appointments, we have learned that Liam has :
a number of complex medical issues due to :
a very rare genetic condition called STXBP1. :
This means he has significant neurological :

Warm Words & (osy Oibes: A Night to ‘Remember

Cabin at Merchants Quay Shopping Centre, Cork

conditions including epilepsy and requires :
¢ important for us as it gives us the time to spend
Since being referred to Jack and Jill the :
: O’'Mahoney family have been supported with :
i in-home nursing care for Liam, giving his
. parents a welcome break from his care regime
in order to rest or just take a few hours to do
something for themselves. “The care from Jack :
and Jill has been amazing, Liam adores his
nurse and lights up as soon as he sees her. Itis :
: just brilliant to get a few hours back to yourself :
especially when you know he is being so well :

round the clock care!”

looked after. These hours are particularly

time with Liam’s sister Chloe (6)."

So far in 2024, Jack and Jill has supported 521
families in communities across Ireland and
continues to regularly take on new referrals,
meaning the demand on its service has never
been greater.

Those wishing to find out more and book
their visit to Santa’s Magical Cabin this year
should visit www.santaexperience.ie for more
information.

Killarney-based poet Rosie Murphy celebrated the :
i heartfelt collection.

launch of her debut poetry collection, let it bend,

with a lively and welcoming evening at The Quay Co- :
op in Cork City on Friday 29th November. The event :
drew an enthusiastic crowd, eager to hear from a
fresh voice in Irish poetry and to support a local writer :
i and discover a collection that speaks to the heart.
Rosie, who also owns The Yoga Nook studio in :
Carrigadrohid, performed selected pieces from i
the book, showcasing her knack for capturing raw :
emotions and the quiet power of everyday moments. :
let it bend explores themes of love, resilience, and

making waves.

vulnerability, offering readers a relatable and deeply

let it bend is now available for purchase at www.
theyoganook.ie and promises to be a meaningful
addition to any bookshelf. For those who missed the
launch, it's the perfect time to support a local author

Rosie Murphy’s poetry brings a fresh voice to the Irish
literary scene, and let it bend is just the beginning of
an exciting creative journey.

Order let it bend at theyoganook.ie or pick up a copy
at Anam Cara Healthstore, New Street, Killarney

NEW BRANDING FOR KERRY YOUTH GROUP

Kerry Diocesan Youth Service this week changed
its name to KERRY COMMUNITY YOUTH SERVICES

(KCYS) to reflect the national campaign ‘Youth Work
for All' which seeks recognition of all young people’s
right to local and accessible youth work services
and spaces. Following extensive consultation
with young people, volunteers, stakeholders and
the local community, it was decided that the
organisation previously known as KDYS would

become Kerry Community Youth Service. This is §

the first revision of the charity’s Constitution since
the organisation was founded. The process was
informed by Charity Regulator guidance in relation
to good governance and was an opportunity to
specifically name youth participation and climate

justice as priority commitments.
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B
Pictured at the KCYS Killarney Space for the rebranding ar@from left, Matthew
Sanbak, Nicholas Sanbak, Baiming Yang, Melaniia Palii and Daniel Mustafa.
Photo: Don MacMonagle
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KILLARNEY
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GIFT VOUCHERS

PURCHASE A GIFT VOUCHER & LET THEM DECIDE

Purchase a voucher online'phone or call in to the Killarney Towers Hotel

+.353 64 5&3 1038 | inf@@killomeyiower;ﬂom
WWWHKILLARNEYTOWERSCOM

Gift vouchers are redeemable throughout the O'Donoghue Ring Colleclion
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Terry’s Stunning Image
Captures Camera Club
Competition

The Theme for Killarney Camera
Club second competition of the
season was ‘Curves.

The theme is about finding the lines
and curves leading into or out of an
image. The photograph can be of
anything, such as flowers, buildings,

people, natural or land made
objects.
Congratulations to Terry

McSweeney who came first in the
unrestricted catagory with his
wonderful photograph of Mont
Saint Michel in Northern France.

this very curvy stream heading
to Mont Saint Michel in Northern
France! Luckily for me the tide was
out to reveal this stream as it is often
completely flooded. It was taken
shortly after sunrise after a short
walk along boggy field in my wellies
to find this vantage point’

The results for the unrestricted
catagory:

First: Terry McSweeney 'The Mont’
Second: Liz Browne 'Lemon Curve'
Third: Ade Desbrow ‘Orange Wave'

'"The Mont’
Terry said ‘I was delighted to find

~— s Millions at risk of starvation
in Sudan

Trécaire has issued a stark warning over the humanitarian crisis in war-torn Sudan as over
25 million people - half of the population - are currently facing the real risk of starvation.
The warning came as the agency urged people in Co. Kerry to support its Christmas
Appeal for ‘Children in Conflict"

David O'Hare who works for Trécaire has recently returned from Sudan, and speaking at
the agency’s Christmas Appeal launch today, said, “I have worked in the humanitarian
sector for nearly twenty years and yet | am still finding it difficult to comprehend the scale
of this catastrophe. This has been recognised as the greatest humanitarian crisis in the
world today. Millions of people are on the move with nothing - no food, no water and no
possessions. Millions of women and children are at particular risk in this situation from
malnutrition and from violence.

“It's not just Sudan where children are suffering the effects of conflict. From Gaza to
Ukraine, from Ethiopia to South Sudan, children are living in conflict zones. In many cases
they have no food, no safe water to drink, no shelter. We are asking people in Co. Kerry,
if they can, to donate to our Christmas Appeal which will provide support for children
in these terrible conditions as well as supporting critical work across Trécaire’s global
programmes.

Donations can be made at www.trocaire.org or by calling 1800 408 408."

Lucky Kerry winner scoops €50,000 with Prize Bonds

where the top prize is €50,000. Other cash prizes awarded each week
include 20 of €1,000 and 20 of €500.

Prize Bonds are an Ireland State Savings product which, instead of paying
interest, offers bond holders the chance
to win cash prizes every week. All

A prizebond holder in Kerry is celebrating following their win in the Prize :
Bond. 5
The weekly prize of €50,000 goes to Prize Bond number AHO 603087 and :
was purchased in 2017. :
There were over 8,885 prizes awarded in

this week'’s Prize Bond Draw, amounting

to more than €743,300.

In addition to a €500,000 prize awarded
on the last weekly draw of every
calendar month, there are weekly draws
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Prize Bonds

State Savings

winnings are tax-free, and Prize Bonds
can be cashed in at any time after the
minimum holding period of three
months.
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BNI Ke I'TY Celebrates 25 Years of Local Business Success

The BNI Kerry Chapter (formerly Killarney :
Chapter) marked its 25th anniversary in style :
last Friday night with a celebration attended by :
around 40 guests, including current and former :
members of the Chapter. The event celebrated
a quarter-century of business :
networking but also the vital contributions the :
group has made to the local economy and the
personal and professional lives of its members. :
Since its founding in 1999, BNI Kerry has been :
a driving force for businesses in the region. :
With over 1200 visitors hosted, and almost :
10,000 one-to-one meetings conducted with :
over 17,000 referrals exchanged, the Chapter
has facilitated an impressive €15,706,289.12 in :

not just

business passed between its members.

Speaking at the event, long-standing member
and current Chapter President Anne Hannan :
said, “These numbers represent more than :
just transactions. They signify the wages paid, :
mortgages covered, and opportunities created :
in our local economy. It’s about real people and :
i Anne reflected. “The lessons I've learned and

real impact”

Theeventalsohighlighted the chapter’sbroader :
contributions beyond financial success. “What :
you won't find in the stats,” Anne noted, “are the
lifelong friendships, business partnerships, and :
invaluable knowledge gained from being part :
{ With a strong and committed membership, the :
i group continues to exemplify BNI's philosophy :

of a diverse and supportive network.”
Honouring the Past

The celebration paid tribute to the chapter’s :
founding members, including Donie Moynihan,
who was recognised for his unwavering :
commitment and drive in establishing the :
group. Anne shared her personal memories of :
joining BNI 23 years ago and how mentors like :
Donie and Mort Murphy shaped her approach :

BNI Kerry Chapter celebrating their
25th Anniversary (1999-2024) Event
at the Brehon Hotel on Friday Night.
Photo by Tatyana McGough

to business. “BNI Kerry gave me the guidance | .

"

needed ata crucial time in my business journey,” :

the connections I've made here are priceless.”
A Vibrant Present and Bright Future :
Today, BNI Kerry remains a vibrant and thriving |
Chapter, welcoming entrepreneurs and :
professionals from a wide range of industries. :

of Givers Gain. Guests on the night were also :
introduced to the Chapter’s charity member, :
the Killorglin Community & Family Resource :
Centre, which provides vital support services to :
their local community. :
Anne extended an invitation to any :
professionals considering joining a dynamic :

network of local businesses: “If your business
category is open, we'd love to have you join us

© as a visitor. This is a fantastic group of people
i dedicated to helping each other grow and
i succeed”

Celebrating a Milestone

The evening closed with heartfelt thanks to all
who have contributed to the Chapter’s success
over the years. Anne expressed gratitude to the
current members for their dedication, and to
the former members who laid the groundwork
for the Chapter’s achievements. “This milestone
isn't just about looking back—it's about
building on our legacy for the future,’

i Anne said.

The Tdeal

Kerr y Stars are Bringing Home the Medals

Ticketsare now onsaleforKillarney
Musical Society’s production of
Evita in the Gleneagle INEC Arena

on the 11th, 12th, and 13th March
2025.

A reserved seating system will be
in operation so book your seats
now to avoid disappointment via
the INEC box-office and at www.
ticketmaster.com
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Kerry Stars Special Olympics Sports Club swimming :
groups in Killarney and Tralee took part in Special
competition on :
Saturday in Tralee Swimming complex and came :

Olympics Munster swimming

away with a great haul of medals.
In total :- 14 gold; 8 silver; 9 bronze and 3 ribbons

Mags Harty and the dedicated volunteers.

volunteers and coaches in every one of our sports.

Swimming Stars who brought home the medals at the Munster Swimming Competiion

At present we are in need of a Head coach for athletics
if anyone is interested and free on Monday evenings,
please contact us.,( we are always on the lookout for
new volunteers for all our activities so if you can spare

: one a hour a week or one hour a month we would
¢ love to hear from you)

"We are so proud of each and every athlete that took
part. And grateful to our swim coaches in Tralee Mike :
and Liz O’Connell and new Killarney swim coach :

We would like to wish all our members, athletes,
volunteers, coaches and families a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year, as well as

: thinking of loved ones that are no longer with us",
We are truly blessed to have an amazing team of :

a spokesperson for the Kerry Stars Special Olympic

Sports Club Committee.
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S

Vouchers for The Killarney Park can be purchased online
or at our festive gift shop located at 5 Plunkett Street,
Killarney, Co. Kerry, V93 D668.

%ﬂdfﬂ@} KILLARNEYPARKHOTEL.IE

TEL: +353 64 66 35555
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“Cancer has touched
my life an awful lot

over the years”

Presenter Elaine Crowley remembers her nephew,
mother and father and over 9,500 others lost to
cancer in 2024

Elaine lost her dad Sean to liposarcoma, a rare and
incurable cancer when she was just 23. Her beloved
mother, Mary V, died in 2021 from lung cancer and
her nephew Ultan,11, died from a rare form of cancer
in 2023. This Christmas, she is calling on the public to
show their support for the Irish Cancer Society’s range
of services, including their Night Nursing service.
Elaine Crowley, TV presenter & producer said, “Each
year in Ireland, around 9,500 lives are lost to cancer. It

Presenter, Elaine Crowley, joined Averil Power, CEO of the Irish Cancer Society, Kerry local Lucy O'Shea whose

is an incredibly difficult time of the year for anybody family availed of the Night Nursing service and Agnes Horan, Irish Cancer Society Night Nurse who cared for

to be thinking about loved ones you have lost, and for
me it will be no different. Cancer has touched my life
an awful lot over the years. | sadly lost my dad Sean
and mum, Mary V, to cancer, and more recently my nephew Ultan, who
was only eleven years old.

Cahersiveen local, Lucy O’Shea, whose family was supported by Night
Nurse, Agnes when her dad, Tim died last year says the supports the
Society provide were a lifeline to her family, when they needed it most.
“In April 2023, our lovely dad Tim O’Shea, passed away quietly at home
just before midnight, from cancer. | feel there aren’t any words to describe
the precious gift the Night Nurses gave our family. Until you need
their support - until you feel their warmth and witness their amazing

her dad, to launch the Irish Cancer Society Christmas appeal remembering the over 9,500 lives lost to cancer
each year in Ireland. Visit cancer.ie/christmas to show your support. Photo:Andres Poveda

: expertise — you don't really understand just how incredible they are. We
i just knew that Dad was going to be totally, and tenderly, taken care of.
i Today, as Christmas approaches, 'm reminded that Dad adored this time
i of year.This Christmas season, we will be remembering him and the time
i we shared together. | urge anyone who can, please donate to the Irish
i Cancer Society, so that every family can avail of the same vital support
i we had”

i The public can support vital services for cancer patients this Christmas,
¢ including the Irish Cancer Society Night Nursing service, at cancer.ie/
¢ christmas.

NEW HSE SOUTH WEST INITIATIVE
REDUCES EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT ATTENDANCE

A NEW HSE SOUTH WEST URGEN